he looked like one out of his senses. He was now even afraid
to deliver his money, lest he should suffer for telling a lie.
However, as he saw there was no remedy, he pulled out a
bag, in which was about nine pounds in gold and silver,
which he gave with a few grumbling expressions. Old
Mobb told him he should take no exception at what he
said, for it was but just that the loser should have leave to
speak, so, setting spurs to his horse, he left the star-gazer
to curse the disastrous constellations.
One day Old Mobb overtook the stage-coach going for
Bath, with only one gentlewoman in it. When he had com-
manded the coachman to stop, and was come to the door
to raise contribution after his usual manner, the passenger
made a great many excuses, and wept very plentifully,
in order to move him to pity; she told him she was
a poor widow, who had lately lost her husband, and there-
fore she hoped he would have some compassion on her.
" And is your losing your husband then," says he, " an
argument that I must lose my booty? I know your sex
too well, madam, to suffer myself to be prevailed on by a
woman's tears. Those crocodile drops are always at your
command; and no doubt but that dear cuckold of yours,
whom you have lately buried, has frequently been persuaded
out of his reason by their interposition in your domestic
debates. Weeping is so customary to you, that everybody
would be disappointed if a woman was to bury her husband
and not weep for him; but you would be more disappointed
if nobody was to take notice of your crying ; for according
to the old proverb, the end of a husband is a widow's tears;
and the end of those tears is another husband."
.The poor gentlewoman upon this ran out into an extrava-
gant detail of her deceased husband's virtues, solemnly
protesting that she would never be married again to the
best man that wore a head, for she should not expect a
blessing to attend her afterwards; with a thousand other
things of the same kind. Old Mobb at last interrupted
her, and told her he would repeat a pleasant story in verse
which he had learned by heart, so, first looking round
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